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PHILIPPINE ISLANDS. 

Reasons for imposing a quarantine of five days on transports leaving Manila 

for the United States. 

[By P. A. Surg. J. C. Perry, chief quarantine officer for the Philippine Islands.] 

[Certain objections having been made to the quarantine imposed on 
transports leaving Manila, the following reasons are given by P. A. 
Surg. J. C. Perry under date of June 7, 1902, why the quarantine 
should be imposed. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon Perry's reports show that his disinfection 
and detention of outgoing boats has been effective in preventing the 
development of cholera on any vessel after clearing, and no port has 
become infected through vessels since the quarantine was established. 
Twenty-three vessels have had cholera develop on board while in their 
five days' detention, which alone shows how valuable is this precaution. 

The value of precautionary measures taken at a port infected with 
cholera with regard to vessels leaving for the United States was demon- 
strated in 1893 at Naples, where cholera was epidemic. Three vessels 
during that season left for the United States, the Masilia, Wesser. and 
Cashmere, and all were made to conform to the United States quaran- 
tine regulations. They all arrived at the port of New York with no 
cholera en route or at time of arrival. During the same period 
4 vessels with the same class of passengers, and their places of origin 
similar, in many cases identical, the water and food supply being 
the same as on the vessels for the United States, left for South 
America, and all were turned back by the South A.merican authorities 
and returned to Naples. One, the Vincenzia Floria, had about 50 
deaths ; the Andrea Gloria, 90 on the way out ; total not ascertained ; 
another, 84 deaths, and the fourth, 230 deaths, from cholera.] 

The statement is made that the quarantine of five days imposed on 
transports leaving Manila for the United States is unnecessary, this 
being based on the fact that few persons "contract" cholera in deten- 
tion camps. This may be true in some instances, but a comparison 
must not be drawn between a properly conducted camp and a crowded 
troopship, since in the former the suspects are segregated in small groups, 
and if some develop the disease from the infection already acquired, 
only those in that group are exposed. The same can not be accomplished 
on a crowded troopship ; no segregation of suspects can be effected ; in 
fact, on most transports no adequate provision has ever been made for 
the proper isolation of those sick with infectiousand contagious diseases. 

Eelative to this matter, I will respectfully state that the necessity for 
quarantining the personnel of ships from cholera-infected ports, before 
allowing the vessels to sail, is not only necessary but of extreme impor- 
tance, not only for the protection of those on board, but also in order to 
guard against the introduction of the disease into other ports. 

There is no question but that many of the soldiers and casuals sailing 
on transports have been exposed to infection, and in all probability 
some of them have contracted it prior to embarkation. Now, assuming 
the latter, which has been demonstrated by the occurrence of cases of 
cholera on'three transports out of seven (counting the Hancock twice), 
is it not a rational and wise procedure to detain such vessels at a place 
where they and their passengers can be promptly disinfected, the latter 
removed and segregated in groups in order that only a small number 
would be exposed to secondary cases that might develop, and so that 
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the ship can sail in a clean condition, no longer a menace to her per- 
sonnel or the ports she may visit? 

It has been stated that " should one or two cases occur after the vessel 
left the port of Manila there could be no danger of general infection to 
the ship, provided ordinary means were taken to protect the water and 
food." Relative to this I will state that, in my opinion, the occurrence 
of cholera on board a crowded troopship at sea, with probably 1,500 
or 2,000 persons on board, is a grave matter, and the real dangers in 
such cases have not been pointed out, such as the inability to properly 
disinfect at sea either the compartment from which the sick were 
removed or those who probably infected their clothing or hands 
from the discharges of the patient by rendering assistance to a stricken 
comrade, or from the discharges soiling bedding or the floor. In fact 
it would be impossible for the transport surgeons to ascertain this class 
or number of suspects. There may be one or many of this class of 
contacts, and being careless they often eat their food without previously 
washing much less disinfecting their hands, thereby infecting them- 
selves and others in this manner, each person infected becoming a 
center to infect others. 

The above is not fancy, but facts, and when the rapidity with which 
cholera increases is taken into consideration, is it not reasonable to 
expect a serious outbreak of the disease when the above-mentioned 
conditions exist? 

The general food and water supply of the ship is not liable to be 
infected, since the one is distilled and the other is kept in the storeroom, 
and no danger from either source exists until they are served to the 
individuals for consumption, when the unclean infect themselves and 
others. 

It may be proper to determine if the argument advanced can be sub- 
stantiated by facts and if the danger is real instead of theoretical, and 
in order to prove the statements, I will cite three instances out of many 
that have come under my personal observation during the present epi- 
demic in studying the occurrence and course of the disease on 27 vessels 
that have had cholera on board while serving the five days' quarantine 
prior to sailing. 

Two cases of cholera occurred among the soldiers on the transport 
Warren. The first one developed forty- two hours after the embarkation 
of the troops, the infection in this case being traced to food the soldier 
bought from a native vender and ate just prior to going on board. The 
man was taken sick early in the morning and was immediately isolated, 
and the place in which he was lying was promptly disinfected as thor- 
oughly as possible under the circumstances. The ship was immediately 
remanded to Mariveles where all persons on board were bathed and their 
baggage and clothing disinfected, the troops being disembarked and 
segregated in groups in barracks on shore. On the fourth day from the 
first case the second case occurred among the casual detachment in the 
barracks. Inquiry into his relations with the first soldier taken ill 
demonstrated the fact that he occupied the next bunk to him and ren- 
dered assistance to his comrade. 

On another vessel with only a small crew the chief engineer was 
seized with cholera, having contracted the infection in Manila from 
infected food or drink, and although the food and water on board ship 
was the same for all, the only other person who contracted the disease 
was the officer who assisted the first case to his room and attended him 
during the attack. He changed his clothing, took a bath, and attempted 
152 
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disinfection of his bands ; still two days later he was stricken with the 
disease and died. The ship and personnel had been thoroughly disin- 
fected before the occurrence of the second case, but the latter had 
infected himself prior to that time by rendering assistance to his brother 
officer. 

The third instance still more strikingly supports the contention made. 
The history of the vessel was briefly as follows : One case of cholera 
was removed from the vessel at Manila and the boat remanded to 
Mariveles on May 5 for thorough disinfection and detention. The 
food on board was destroyed and fresh supply furnished, the water 
from tanks discharged, tanks disinfected, and fresh supply of water 
furnished, personnel of ship were bathed and their clothing and bag- 
gage disinfected with steam. Vessel thoroughly disinfected. As all 
the barracks were occupied by passengers and crews from other 
vessels, the personnel of this ship could not be removed. On the 8th, 
two days after disinfection and three days after the first case, another 
case of cholera occurred ; personnel and ship redisinfected. On the 
10th, a third case developed, and on the 11th, a fourth. After the 
fourth case, the barracks being available, the entire personnel of the 
ship were placed on shore in small segregated groups, and no further 
cases of cholera occurred. 

What deductions can be drawn from the history of this vessel ? Upon 
the first appearance of the attack, the patient was immediately removed 
from the vessel to the hospital on shore, in a few minutes after the onset 
of the illness ; still, cases would continue to develop. Evidently those 
in immediate contact with the patient became infected by either 
soiling the hands or the clothes with the discharges and neglecting 
the ordinary precautions infected themselves through handling their 
food. As soon as it was possible to segregate the personnel in small 
groups, thereby minimizing the danger mentioned, no more cases 
occurred. That disinfection of the ship was thorough and infection of 
the ship itself was not responsible for the additional cases, is evidenced 
by the fact that when the crew and passengers were released and placed 
on board the vessel, no further cases occurred. 

It has been stated that there is practically no danger in the transfer 
of troops from this port to the United States without the five days' 
detention, "for the reason that in case the disease developed aboard 
ship it would in all probability do so within five days from the date of 
departure." I fail to see any logic in reasoning that because a case 
develops when the ship is five days at sea no danger exists. I think 
that I have shown conclusively that danger does exist, that this danger 
is materially increased when the disease breaks out at sea and it is 
impossible to thoroughly disinfect the personnel of the ship, and that an 
infected vessel arriving at a clean port is always a menace to the latter. 

The contrary opinion can not be substantiated by facts, and is one 
that will not be accepted by any sanitarian or one conversant with the 
dangers of cholera infection. * * * 

Weekly report of outgoing quarantine at Manila, P. I., instituted for protection of other 
Philippine ports on account of the prevalence of cholera in Manila, week ended June 88, 
1908. 

Number of vessels remaining in quarantine from last week (a) 29 

Number of vessels entering quarantine during the week 42 

Number of vessels discharged from quarantine 45 

Number of crew quarantined during the week '. 1, 076 

Number of cabin passengers quarantined during the week 1, 432 

o Vessels are held In quarantine five days before being allowed to sail and inspected daily. 
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Weekly report of outgoing quarantine at Manila, P. I., etc. — Continued. 

Number of steerage passengers quarantined during the week 4, 106 

Number of crew inspected during the week 3, 981 

Number of passengers inspected during the week 15,704 

Number of vessels disinfected during the week 2 

Number of vessels remanded to Mariveles station 4 

Number of cases of quarantinable diseases occurring among persons in deten- 
tion — cholera 4 

Number of pieces of baggage disinfected 4,218 

Number of pieces of baggage inspected and passed 1,047 

Number of vessels remaining in quarantine 7 p. m., June 28 26 

Weekly report of outgoing quarantine at Manila, P. I., instituted for protection of other 
Philippine ports on account of the prevalence of cholera in Manila, week ended July 5, 
190S. 

Number of vessels remaining in quarantine from last week (a) 26 

Number of vessels entering quarantine during the week 33 

Number of vessels discharged from quarantine 34 

Number of crew quarantined during the week 1,427 

Number of cabin passengers quarantined during the week..., 681 

Number of steerage passengers quarantined during the week 4,216 

Number of crew inspected during the week 4, 187 

Number of passengers inspected during the week 15, 674 

Number of vessels disinfected during the week 1 

Number of vessels remanded to Mariveles station 3 

Number of cases of quarantinable diseases occurring among persons in deten- 
tion — cholera 4 

Number of pieces of baggage disinfected 3,832 

Number of pieces of baggage inspected and passed 421 

Number of vessels remaining in quarantine 7 p. m., July 5 25 

a Vessels are held in quarantine five days before being allowed to sail and inspected daily. 

PORTO RICO. 

Reports from Ponce. 

Ponoe, P. R., August 4, 1902. 
Sir : Through the chief quarantine officer for Porto Rico, I have the 
honor to transmit herewith the quarantine and abstract of bills of health 
reports for the week ended August 2, 1902, and the report of immi- 
grants who were inspected at this port during the month of July, 1902. 
Four vessels were inspected and passed and 6 bills of health were issued. 
The sanitary condition of the city remains about the same. No quar- 
antinable disease has been reported to this office. 

Respectfully, W. W. King, . 

Assistant Surgeon. 
The Surgeon-General. 

Ponoe, P. R., August 11, 1902. 
Sir : Through the chief quarantine officer for Porto Rico, I have the 
honor to transmit herewith the quarantine and abstract of bills of health 
reports for the week ended August 9, 1902; also the summary of 
transactions at this station during the past month of July, 1902. 
During the week 2 vessels were inspected and passed and 4 bills of 
health were issued. The sanitary condition of the city remains about 
the same. No quarantinable disease has been reported to this office. 
Respectfully, W. W. King, 

Assistant Surgeon. 
The Surgeon-General. 



